(RECEIVED FOR PUBLICATION DECEMBER 22, 1956) The calculation of the mean corpuscular volume (M.C.V.), mean corpuscular haemoglobin (M.C.H.), mean corpuscular haemoglobin concentration (M.C.H.C.), and the colour index (C.I.), where this is still used, involves only the simplest arithmetic; nevertheless in routine laboratory practice it occasions a considerable waste of time, and errors are fairly frequent. Wintrobe (1951) anyone without prior knowledge of the use of a slide rule to calculate a full set of " absolute values " in a matter of seconds with minimal chance of error. In addition, a scale is provided which can be used as a calibration chart for a colorimeter used for haemoglobinometry. The rule is shown in Fig. 1 . It will be seen that there are five main scales, marked A, B, C, D, E, and shorter scales, F, G, H, J, on the right-hand ends of certain of the main scales. Scales B and E (and F, G, and J on their right-hand ends) are on the stock of the rule and are immovable; scales A, C, and D and H at the right hand end of D are movable. The purpose of the various scales is shown in Table It.   TABLE II  DETAILS The rule will be commercially available from Messrs. practical example. Fig. 1 shows the rule set for this. Camlab (Glass) Ltd., 50, Burleigh Street, Cambridge.
(1) Haemoglobinometer Reading. M.C.H.C. = 30.5%. It is necessary to meet one possible objection, namely, that students using the instrument might not realize what they are in fact doing. Simple logarithmic scales are used throughout and it should be obvious that the determination of the haemoglobin from the colorimeter reading is simply a matter of direct proportion and that the other values are all the quotients of divisions, the divisor in each case being the value on the scale which bears the index mark for reading the quotient.
